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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office action is in response to the filing of this application. Claim 1-24 are pending 
in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 1 5 recites the phrase limitation "manipulating information". This phrase renders 
the claim vague and indefinite. It is not clear what the applicant mean by manipulating. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dialog 
(Primavera Introduces Primavera Expedition 7.0) 

As per c 1 aim, Dialog discloses : 
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creating a project template, inputting project-related information into the project template 
[Paragraph 10 and 12], transferring the project template to a globally-accessible system; 
searching and identifying projects within the globally-accessible system (i.e. allow a user to and 
monitoring and tracking the projects using the globally-accessible system [Paragraphs 17]. 
Dialog does not expressly disclose transferring of the template to a globally-accessible system 
and searching. and identifying projects with the globally-accessible system. It is old and well- 
known in the data processing art to transfer a project template to a global network and allowing 
project participants to search, modify or edit the project template with project information. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate this 
well known teaching into Dialog so that a user or project participants can quickly and on the fly 
create new project documents. 

As per claim 2, Dialog fails to expressly disclose wherein the project template comprises 
one or a plurality of spreadsheets. However, most templates comprise of a spreadsheet for easy 
input of information. 

As per claim 3, Dialog further discloses wherein the globally- accessible system 
comprises a globally-distributed computer network [Paragraph 2]. 

As per claim 4, Dialog further discloses storing the project information within the 
globally-accessible system (i.e., a database for storing the project information) [Paragraph 10]. 

As per claim 5, Dialog further discloses wherein the project related information 
comprises any of risks [Paragraph 3]. 

As per claim 6, Dialog further discloses wherein the project related information further 
comprises any of project name, business location, data file name, user name, location of 
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information within a database, and any additional field [Paragraph 6]. 

As per claim 7, Dialog further discloses wherein monitoring and tracking the projects 
further comprises managing and tracking the projects through the life-cycle of the projects 
[Paragraph 17]. 

As per claim 8, Dialog further discloses wherein the globally-accessible system may be 
accessed by a plurality of remote users simultaneously [Paragraph 2]. 
As per claims 9, and 14, Dialog teaches: 

creating a project template, inputting project-related information into the project template 
[Paragraph 10 and 12], transferring the project template to a globally-accessible system; 
searching and identifying projects within the globally-accessible system (i.e. allow a user to and 
monitoring and tracking the projects using the globally-accessible system [Paragraphs 17]. 
Dialog does not expressly disclose transferring of the template to a globally-accessible system 
and searching and identifying projects with the globally-accessible system. It is old and well- 
known in the data processing art to transfer a project template to a global network and allowing 
project participants to search, modify or edit the project template with project information. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate this 
well known teaching into Dialog so that a user or project participants can quickly and on the fly 
create new project documents. In addition, Dialog fails to expressly disclose wherein the project 
template comprises one or a plurality of spreadsheets. However, most templates comprise of a 
spreadsheet for easy input of information. 

As per claim 10, Dialog further discloses wherein the globally- accessible system 
comprises a globally-distributed computer network [Paragraph 2]. 
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As per claim 1 1, Dialog further discloses wherein the project related information 
comprises any of risks [Paragraph 3]. 

As per claim 12, Dialog further discloses wherein the project related information further 
comprises any of project name, business location, data file name, user name, location of 
information within a database, and any additional field [Paragraph 6]. 

As per claim 13, Dialog further discloses wherein monitoring and tracking the projects 
further comprises managing and tracking the projects through the life-cycle of the projects 
[Paragraph 17]. 

Claims 15, 18-22 are computerized system for ensuring process compliance associated 
with a project for performing the steps of method claim 1; therefore claim 15 is rejected under 
the same analysis relied upon of claim 1. In addition, Dialog discloses the receiving, storing 
(i.e., receiving and storing project information in a database [Paragraph 10] and manipulating 
information relating to the project information (the examiner interprets manipulating information 
relating to the project as "customizing the project information". Note Paragraphs 10-12. 

As per claim 16, Dialog fails to expressly disclose wherein the project template 
comprises one or a plurality of spreadsheets. However, most templates comprise of a spreadsheet 
for easy input of information. 

As per claim 17, Dialog further discloses wherein the globally-accessible system 
comprises a globally-distributed computer network [Paragraph 2], 

As per claim 23, Dialog further discloses wherein monitoring and tracking the projects 
further comprises managing and tracking the projects through the life-cycle of the projects 
[Paragraph 17]. 
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As per claim 24, Dialog further discloses wherein the globally-accessible system may be 
accessed by a plurality of remote users simultaneously [Paragraph 2]. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Cho et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,694,309) discloses a spreadsheet-based management 
project method and system. 

b. Rauch et al (US Patent No. 6,272,489) disclose the concept of searching a 
template globally and the transfer of the template. 

c. Fredell et al (us Patent No. 6,678,698) discloses a system and method for 
communicating project information using a template. 

d. Wolters et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,826,252) disclose a system for managing multiple 
projects of similar type using dynamically updated global database. 

e. Knudson (U.S. Patent No. 5,765,140) discloses a dynamic project management 

system 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Romain Jeanty whose telephone number is (571) 272-6732. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq R. Hafiz can be reached on (571) 272-6729. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3623 




